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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptors 
for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Section A – Translation 
 

Question Answer Marks 

1 Question 1. Translate into English. 
 

 Arabic  English Reject 

1 Popular/Folk stories/tales  

2 are one of the most important 
components/ingredients/parts 

 

3 of cultures around the world,  

4 as they reflect she  

5 the customs/traditions/habits 
of the people and their 
beliefs/convictions, 

 

6 because they revolve 
around/are about their daily 
life/lives, 

 

7 and their different/various 
experiences. 

 

8 and they also 
offer/give/present/provide an 
example/model 

 

9 to copy/imitate/mimic most of 
the time(s), 

 

10 and they also help in 
shaping/forming 

 

11 people’s opinions/ideas/ 
thoughts 

 

12 and the traditions of the 
society/community. 

 

13 The parable/story/storytelling 
is an ancient/very old art, 

 

 

10 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
 Arabic  English Reject 

14 and it is the result of deep 
experiences  

 

15 Transferred/passed on by 
parents /fathers from 
grandparents, 

 

16 so, it contributed to 
unifying/uniting their  
sentiments/feelings/emotions 

 

17 and their way of life/living.  

18 Popular stories are 
considered 

 

19 the wisdom of 
peoples/nations 

ruling 

20 and a rich source for families  

21 in educating/teaching their 
children 

 

22 especially those which 
include 

 

23 useful/beneficial advice.  

24 Among the most famous 
popular stories 

 

25 are those stories about 
animals 

 

26 because they are symbolic 
(stories) 

 

27 showing good and evil/bad,  

28 and the competition between 
the strong and the weak. 
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Question Answer Marks 

1 
 Arabic  English Reject 

29 That’s why they are an 
(important) historical 
document 

 

30 and important social 
(document). 

 

 
 
30 points / 3 = marks out of 10. For fractions always round up to the nearest 
whole number. 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 Translate into Arabic 
 

 English Arabic Reject 

1 Adam was carrying   

2 his school bag  

3 with one hand   

4 while holding his dog   

5 with the other.  

6 It was ‘Bring Your 
Pet to School’ day.  

 

7 After a while,  

8 his active dog was  

9 happily running   

10 beside him on the 
way   

 

11 to the bus stop.   

12 The other children 
brought 

 

13 their pets too.   

 

20 
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 English Arabic Reject 

14 Sarah had her 
goldfish. 

 

15 in a plastic bag. 
 

16 Nader had a box  

17 with his cat, Maxie, 
inside.  

 

18 When everyone got 
on the bus,  

 

19 things started to 
change  

 

20 very rapidly.   

21 The bus is usually 
noisy  

 

22 because of the 
sounds of the 
children,  

 

23 but today the pets  

24 made the noise  
 

 

25 even worse.  
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 English Arabic Reject 

26 Also, the smell was 
terrible.  

 

27 Adam’s dog was   

28 sniffing everything,  

29 and it was hard   

30 to get him to sit 
calmly. 

 

31 Finally, the bus 
arrived  

 

32 at the school which 
looked 

 

33 like a big zoo.   

34 Animals were 
everywhere; 

 

35 dogs of all shapes   

36 and sizes,   

37 colourful birds   

38 in cages,   
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Question Answer Marks 

2 
 English Arabic Reject 

39 and rabbits  jumping    

40 in every direction.  

 
40 points / 2 = marks out of 20. 
For fractions always round up to the nearest whole number. 
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Section B – Reading Comprehension 
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

3  2  

4 1 

5  

6 3 

7 2

8 2

use ‘NBOD’ annotation

9 2  

امواقعيدميل ف 10 2  



3180/02 Cambridge O Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 
2023 

 

© UCLES 2023 Page 11 of 11  
 

Question Answer Marks Not Allowed Responses 

11 3  

12 Vocabulary 
 

Each correct answer = 2 marks up to a 
maximum of 6 marks. 
Where the candidate has answered more than 
three vocabulary items, take the three best 
answers. 

6  

12(i)   

12(ii)  

12(iii)   

12(iv)   

12(v)  
Award 1 mark:   

 


